BRENTWOOD DIOCESAN EDUCATION SERVICE
“Supporting Catholic schools to provide excellent education where pupils flourish,

and Christ is made known to all”

Governor News - January 2025

Blessings for a new term and the New Year This is a monthly summary to help governors
keep up to date with key themes of national education policy, the local Diocesan context,
research, and good practice.

Jubilee Year-Pilgrims of Hope (Reminder)

The launch day on 24" January 2025-will be about schools starting their Pilgrims of Hope
journey. Everything can be found on the Jubilee Launch Day page:
https://cafod.org.uk/jubilee-schools/jubilee-launch-day

Catholic School Inspection-updates

CSI inspections continue from w/b 20th January 2025 - It is really important that
schools ensure they refer to the most up to date Inspection Handbook and Comparative
Grade Descriptors- January 2025 v3.2. All inspection materials are available here
https://catholicschoolsinspectorate.org.uk/inspection-documents

There is a helpful change log which lists the changes made in the updated handbook —a
shortened version of which is attached above; the original can be found on the website.

Pupil wellbeing should be included in Ofsted inspections, Education Policy Institute says
The Education Policy Institute who are calling for a ‘fairer and more holistic approach’ to
measuring school effectiveness.

DFE - Schools and trusts can now add their governance professional details to the Get
Information About Schools (GIAS) platform.

The Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Bill

You will have seen reports in the news about the new Children’s Wellbeing and Schools
Bill. The DfE has issued some useful information about the contents of the bill on its
Education Hub, and you can find that information by following the link below:

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/12/17/the-childrens-wellbeing-bill-what-
parents-need-to-know/
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https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcafod.org.uk%2fjubilee-schools%2fjubilee-launch-day&c=E,1,qW8ffnLfgxWlaG7d-ArrhTDWZsg9CfyfFpLHaPsL1vHhi9n5u4GC2j1Uuqf_2eFO1zy7oi5PSaRSETgl37X9P0C8mVyt-6XHXO4IbQbb9mXocw,,&typo=1&ancr_add=1
https://catholicschoolsinspectorate.org.uk/inspection-documents
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fschoolsweek.co.uk%2fofsted-should-inspect-pupil-wellbeing-says-epi%2f&c=E,1,UW8f0D9waV-Srml6AJeG0wr3P8UE7rQpF88yhqRtALreA0yFjjA1e1O-kdC1OTIu8t8Fk10e5YrL49LLpLQ-YaYMfFqathd66TEVpHgodg_gDbouQSp-5Jz9&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fgbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2f%3furl%3dhttps%253A%252F%252Fnga.us4.list-manage.com%252Ftrack%252Fclick%253Fu%253D61b50c958d6d8bdc66ca58bbd%2526id%253D2205f600d7%2526e%253D702d46f991%26data%3d05%257C02%257CJo.trotter%2540lincolnshire.gov.uk%257Cc03ff9c92049471c34e308dd36e62059%257Cb4e05b92f8ce46b59b2499ba5c11e5e9%257C0%257C0%257C638727084949392289%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26sdata%3d9xFPpWQXAqxIEMzSCjYi4HuaP%252BrZsXGKdyMhsS2te1Q%253D%26reserved%3d0&c=E,1,t9jqO_WuteqfC4f1M22SNFLlu9hwMi8Ag_HeHql4ALPzE3p8taoqmoxqqgd3YU2ii8GuV6U1DBBBI4q6T0liHXrS6Qh958FGFwR6-e-nAjbg&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fgbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2f%3furl%3dhttps%253A%252F%252Fnga.us4.list-manage.com%252Ftrack%252Fclick%253Fu%253D61b50c958d6d8bdc66ca58bbd%2526id%253D2205f600d7%2526e%253D702d46f991%26data%3d05%257C02%257CJo.trotter%2540lincolnshire.gov.uk%257Cc03ff9c92049471c34e308dd36e62059%257Cb4e05b92f8ce46b59b2499ba5c11e5e9%257C0%257C0%257C638727084949392289%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26sdata%3d9xFPpWQXAqxIEMzSCjYi4HuaP%252BrZsXGKdyMhsS2te1Q%253D%26reserved%3d0&c=E,1,t9jqO_WuteqfC4f1M22SNFLlu9hwMi8Ag_HeHql4ALPzE3p8taoqmoxqqgd3YU2ii8GuV6U1DBBBI4q6T0liHXrS6Qh958FGFwR6-e-nAjbg&typo=1
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/12/17/the-childrens-wellbeing-bill-what-parents-need-to-know/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/12/17/the-childrens-wellbeing-bill-what-parents-need-to-know/

The CES will provide further guidance to dioceses as the provisions of the bill are worked
through, but in the meantime, the DfE want us to reassure school leaders that no
immediate action is necessary and there will be time for schools to prepare for any
changes that are required, particularly in relation to teacher pay and conditions.

Academies

e Confederation of School Trusts ‘very concerned’ about proposals
around academy pay flexibility Two government bills should be amended to
ensure school flexibility over pay, the Confederation of School Trusts (CST) has
said.

e Concernsthatacademyreforms would allow more schools that select based on
faith. Humanists fear the government’s academy reforms will pave the way for
new Catholic schools which select all their pupils based on faith. [Schools Week]

e CEOs of the largest trusts ‘escape scrutiny’ over pay under new pay checks
[Schools Week] The government’s new CEO pay crackdown has allowed the
biggest chains to escape scrutiny as the method used to identify “outliers”

appears to be loaded against smaller trusts.

Schools Week analysis of Department for Education dataused to name and
shame 37 leaders over high wages reveals it held some “to a different standard”
based on size. We can also reveal that bungling officials used the wrong figures in
their analysis for the country’s best-paid CEO - Harris Federation’s Sir Dan
Moynihan. The figure used was £150,000 off his actual salary, fuelling more
uncertainty over officials’ workings.

Schools partnership developed between UK and Ukraine to drive education standards
[GOV.UK]

The majority of schools facing difficult budget decisions next year, unions warn [Schools
Week]

Unions call for urgent government investment to make schools ‘fit for purpose’, as new
report shows £13.8bn backlog [Schools Week]

Safeguarding intervention ends too soon, school leaders tell MPs [Tes Magazine -
subscription required]

Governor Development
Upcoming Training and Events - for all training and events see website
https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/departments/education/events/
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https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.tes.com%2fmagazine%2fnews%2fgeneral%2fcst-calls-changes-childrens-wellbeing-schools-bill-pay-flexibility&c=E,1,jfxS7z7GEF3xH7H0hgSQwY_e9rIxIIQqr6LwziGVZPLBSZ-nI3aG9lq01IzY_mFOTRH9btP6ug3--yWI-wE-47xCd6ii_xhn9O1RokJlpMmx&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fschoolsweek.co.uk%2facademy-reforms-open-door-to-more-catholic-schools%2f&c=E,1,tobKlqVTWlbikWphIBYb5PnCGQvVA_p-zk2Z3L68dXuwLvPG_OtxzRf14rUsneo692ecHWj37oOPkSB9c5jbLMNj9CFdy7ghHT-ci3M4a5Y,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fschoolsweek.co.uk%2facademy-reforms-open-door-to-more-catholic-schools%2f&c=E,1,tobKlqVTWlbikWphIBYb5PnCGQvVA_p-zk2Z3L68dXuwLvPG_OtxzRf14rUsneo692ecHWj37oOPkSB9c5jbLMNj9CFdy7ghHT-ci3M4a5Y,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fschoolsweek.co.uk%2fceos-of-big-trusts-escape-scrutiny-under-governments-outlier-pay-crackdown%2f&c=E,1,lU03d-ygL-ujeCKOraEMZggMHo2gi5u-gZkv8iKp-BV1Ythwb5VvfAbfTJwas6qv0fZEgQ4M17OFvrjC4i-F4xD0UMu7eHMwupu11TbJ&typo=1
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/37-trusts-named-and-shamed-in-new-outlier-ceo-pay-crackdown/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/37-trusts-named-and-shamed-in-new-outlier-ceo-pay-crackdown/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-ukraine-enter-schools-partnership-to-drive-education-standards--2
http://gov.uk/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fschoolsweek.co.uk%2fmost-schools-face-making-cuts-next-year-unions-warn%2f&c=E,1,uN4HekFHjnwPTMV_lkVGldvjvVq6QIlZgOuAqQutGyTBiOvjBfdlw_v68XJ2lNu7Ra4O4mgAHpsVvg_wzOWg7u_KeJC9aqAiYm3PkDLhBzXyhAqsmtOA8Q,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fschoolsweek.co.uk%2fschool-buildings-face-13-8bn-maintenance-backlog-nao-finds%2f&c=E,1,P5FP66l-nC-PlHJfK-Esrrprly3iWRMGDghYvES-sx50Z3JVIYN3VnJwPQVGxEfMcO91RvFi-VR-XQx-tygOxH0hnVL2C2FTAQj43RTPmsKu7P9LEXU,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.tes.com%2fmagazine%2fnews%2fgeneral%2fsafeguarding-action-ends-too-soon-heads-leader-tells-mps&c=E,1,lS_GzD9zs0fYgp1Tx_wHCIBMAMumAeMVhW7kgnn3ZKlwbYk65-WRETxD0gS-5vng-nFhtDsgldHzGLDrmNsgxnEd2Bzn77ijcsUJgprSN21jakiT4JxvH3d20wM,&typo=1
https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/departments/education/events/
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